
GROWING LOCAL:  Health and Safety- Generic Risk Assessment
ACTIVITY: Gardening at Southside Project- HR2 7BF (adjoining Belmont Wanderers Football Club)
Directions to site: From Hereford on A465 towards Tesco. At Tesco roundabout go left to Southolme Road. Go over a small roundabout and proceed uphill through the chicanes until you turn right into Vernon Williams Close. Follow the close around to the left and go into the car park at the end. Toilets are to the left of the car park (door to the right of the building is unlocked)
Proceed on foot (about 5 minutes) heading towards brown storage containers to the right and in front of you a picnic table. The site is immediately to your right. Head for a green storage container! We will put out signs from the car park and/or meet you!

CONTACT NUMBERS: Kathy Heath- Education Officer 07582719859  Louisa Foti- Project Manager 077902 802982

ASSESSMENT DATE: November 2023 - to be renewed and updated as new hazards are noted (as site develops/seasons change)

N.B: Due to the fact the site has little shelter, if heavy rain (not just drizzle) is forecast we may need to cancel a session on the day. This will always be done in conjunction with school/group leaders and with as much notice as possible.



	Hazard/Potential harm
	Who’s at risk
	Risk Level
(H/M/L)
	Actions required to reduce risk

	Soil-contact with skin and face-spread of germs





	ALL
	L
	Wear gloves if you have a cut or sore on your hands. Warning not to touch faces while handling soil.
All children wash hands after handling any materials. Washing up bowls and anti bacterial handwash provided.

	Outer area of site used as public dog walking area so potential for dog faeces
	ALL
	L
	Signs around site for public to pick up after dogs
Site inspection prior to group attendance
Verbal warning for awareness of potential hazard
Provision of  boots by attendees to site (collection of spare boots being made on site for use by groups)


	Plant allergy
	ALL
	L
	Check individual reactions to plant contact. Wear gloves when weeding or touching plants. Plants only to be eaten under adult guidance

	Tripping on edges of weed membrane/path markers
	ALL
	L
	No running or pushing. Edges to be taped and pegged.

	Falling off seats
	ALL
	L
	Chairs to be placed on firm surface

	Children wandering, getting lost








	CHILDREN
	L
	Children to stay within fenced area unless under supervision with an adult in a different area of the site. Children to be accompanied by an adult if using the toilet at car park

	Entering storage container-tripping
	ALL
	L
	Keep entrance free from obstructions. Max of 2 children in container at one time

	Tools falling down in container -tripping, knocking other people
	ALL
	L
	Container to be kept tidy. Both hands to be used when carrying a long handled tool

	Carrying tools-tripping, knocking others
	ALL
	L
	Always carry tools with the head of the implement facing downwards. One tool at a time. No running with tools. Be aware of each other.

	Using long handled tools-digging, raking,hoeing. Injury to others.
	ALL
	M
	Tools never to be lifted above waist height. Constantly be aware of each other. Keep a safe distance (2 metres) between each tool user

	Putting tools down- injury to feet, Tripping,standing on tools.
	ALL
	M
	Tools to be put down carefully and somewhere upright.

	Moving soil/sand etc; Injury from sand in eyes.
	ALL
	L
	Soil/sand not to be tossed into barrow

	Use of wheelbarrow- injury to others-strain injury
	ALL
	L
	Do not overfill the barrow. Always face forwards.

	Use of small hand tools











Splinters from top of new fences
	ALL











ALL
	L











L
	Keep at ground level.
Never leave as trip hazard.
Ensure blades are kept down when being passed







General awareness wood has splinters. Wear gloves when handling wood.




	General use of tools


	ALL
	L
	Ensure that all tools that are used on the site are returned to their storage space

Ensure everyone using a tool understands how that specific tool is to be used

GL is to be responsible for ensuring tools are kept in good condition

GL to advise on cleaning tools after use 



	





















	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




RISK ASSESSMENT:

· A generic Risk Assessment has been carried out as above
· This includes Postcode and directions to the site as well as other contact numbers
· Hazards identified at the site have been noted and assessed with regard to their likelihood and severity and control measures have been put in place to limit their risk
· This Risk Assessment to be on display on container notice board at all times
· The Risk Assessment is to reviewed periodically as site develops and in relation to seasonal changes
· Risk Assessments will need to be carried out for each of the activities which will take place during a session
· These will identify risks associated with a particular activity and will be site specific
· A pre-session Assessment will be carried out before each session to check for changes or new risks on site (Fallen branches/vandalism etc;)
· Individual risk assessments can be carried out for participants who are identified as being potentially high risk or vulnerable
